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===============================================

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 8th, 2007

===============================================

THE STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Adopted by the 25th International Council Meeting,

Dakar, Senegal, 

August 17-25, 2001

VISION AND MISSION

Amnesty International's vision is of a world in which every person enjoys all of the human rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights standards.  In pursuit of this vision, Amnesty International's mission is to undertake research and action focused on preventing and ending grave abuses of the rights to physical and mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expression, and freedom from discrimination, within the context of its work to promote all human rights. 

CORE VALUES

Amnesty International forms a global community of human rights defenders with the principles of international solidarity, effective action for the individual victim, global coverage, the universality and indivisibility of human rights, impartiality and independence, and democracy and mutual respect.

===============================================

CALENDAR

*Tuesday, May 8th:  Monthly Meeting, 7pm @ Northeast Regional Office

*Tues, May 29 & Wed, 30:   Tabling at Steely Dan concerts, Boston, MA - Bank of America Pavilion 

=============================================== 

GROUP CONTACTS

(NOTE:  To avoid potential spamming, your newsletter editor has replaced searchable parts of email addresses with words.)

Group Coordinator: 

   Kelly Turley, kellyturley-AT-excite-DOT-com

Newsletter Editor:

   Tamara Jenkins, 617-267-7262, tamara_ann_jenkins-AT-yahoo-DOT-com

Refugee Action Team Coordinator:

   Eric Aronson, 617-512-7526, earonson-AT-earthlink-DOT-net

Urgent Action Letter Coordinator: 

   Kirsten Burt, kirsten.burt-AT-comcast-dot-net

Tabling Coordinator and New Member Coordinator:

   Becky Ticotsky, rticotsky-AT-wesleyan-DOT-edu

Treasurer:

   Kevin Mouchantaf, kevinmouch-AT-hotmail-DOT-com

For questions about the following issues, please contact these individuals:

Tibet Actions:

   Rick Roth, roth-AT-igc.apc-DOT-org

Death Penalty Actions:

   Molly Johnson,mollykj-AT-email-DOT-com or dp-AT-amnesty133-DOT-org 

Stop Violence Against Women Campaign

   Kelly Turley, kellyturley-AT-excite-DOT-com

Amnesty International USA

Northeast Regional Office

58 Day St, Davis Square

Somerville, MA 02144

617-623-0202

aiusane@aiusa.org 

www.amnesty133.org

Available Positions:

* Tibet Action Team Co-Coordinator

* Death Penalty Abolition Team Co-Coordinator

* Human Rights & the Environment Coordinator

* Media Coordinator

* Communications Coordinator

* Tabling Coordinator

* Web Site Coordinator

* Secretary

===============================================

GROUP 133 MONTHLY MEETING AGENDA

Please join us for the February meeting of Amnesty International Group 133!  Tuesday, May 8th, 2007, 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

Agenda

•    Letter Writing  

•    Introductions and Amnesty Mandate

•   Update: Justice for Bhopal

Anna Phelan will give us an update on shareholder activism with TIAA-CREF and JP Morgan in support of the survivors and victims of the Union Carbide disaster in Bhopal, India. (** If you have not had a chance yet, please respond to Anna's e-mail regarding a special meeting with TIAA-CREF.) 

•    Get on the Bus 12: Highlights, Feedback, and Follow Up 

Get on the Bus 12 was a tremendous success! We will hear from the organizers and participants about the April 20th event, and what the next steps are. 

•    Action Team Updates 

•   Open Positions: Group 133 Treasurer and Group 133 Secretary

Many thanks to Kevin Mouchantaf, who has served as the group treasurer for the past few years. We wish you much luck in your move! At this month's meeting, we will talk about these positions and the responsibilities involved. If you would be willing to serve in one of these positions, please plan on attending the meeting, or contact Kelly. 

•    Past and Future Events

 

The meeting will be at the Amnesty International Northeast Regional Office, 58 Day Street, 4th floor, in Davis Square, Somerville. (If the door is locked when you arrive, please ring the door bell to the right of the door, at the end of the building, or call 857-523-0293.)  

===============================================

QUOTES

“The war in Iraq is "sapping America's soul."

-President George W. Bush in a private meeting with House Democrats, Feb 2007

"There comes a point when you can't keep asking people to die for a lie."

-Bill Moyers, on Democracy Now, April 25, 2007

===============================================

FILMS OF INTEREST:

The following are excellent documentaries which might interest human  rights and fair trade activists. Both are currently being shown on PBS  stations. Check this site for schedules: www.itvs.org/shows ("Black Gold" is also available through Netflix.)  

"Black Gold" looks at the international coffee trade and the work of a  farmers' cooperative in Ethiopia to get fair prices for its coffee  growers. The Oxfam web site has more info about this film and ideas for  actions on this issue: www.oxfamamerica.org/whatwedo/campaigns/coffee  

"Sentenced Home" is about 3 Cambodian refugees who grew up in the US  and face deportation back to a country they barely know because of  crimes committed as teenagers.  Watch the film on PBS and then contact your  senators about the 1996 law requiring forced deportations using the  Action Toolkit on this site: www.ilrc.org/immigrantjusticenetwork/ 

===============================================

REFUGEE ACTION TEAM

For information on participating in human rights work concerning refugees and immigrants, contact Eric at 617-512-7526.

21 HMONG GIRLS/OTHER ASYLUM-SEEKERS DETAINED IN LAOS FACE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS:  This month’s urgent action (elsewhere in this newsletter) concerns 21 young women and girls and other members of the Hmong community, who were reportedly detained in Laos after being forcibly returned from Thailand, where they’d sought asylum. The Lao government announced March 8 that they’d “found” the 21 young women, who had been missing since they were deported on December 5, 2005. (See our December 2006 UA.) AI believes these and other Hmong asylum-seekers deported to Laos are in danger of serious human rights violations.

UN: SOMALIA TOPS DARFUR, IRAQ AND SRI LANKA FOR DISPLACED PERSONS:  According to the BBC (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6598361.stm), the United Nations announced that more people were internally displaced by conflict in Somalia in March and April than anywhere else in the world, including Iraq, Sudan and Sri Lanka. A UN spokesperson said at least 350,000 have fled fighting in Mogadishu since February. Aid workers have been unable to reach people trapped in the capital, where hundreds have died of cholera and other diseases. Although the interim government reported that Ethiopian troops had regained control, remaining residents of Mogadishu still expressed fear for their safety.

INTERNATIONAL HELP SOUGHT FOR IRAQI REFUGEES:  At a UN-sponsored conference on refugees in Geneva on April 17-18 (http://www.globalexchange.org/countries/mideast/iraq/4604.html), conference chair and UN High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres asserted that nations must do more to assist refugees from Iraq, who number close to two million. (Another 1.9 million are internally displaced in Iraq.) Guterres emphasized that neighboring countries such as Iran and Syria must keep their borders open to people fleeing the violence in Iraq. In a written statement on April 17, Human Rights Watch blasted Iraq’s neighbors for "closing off escape routes to Iraqi asylum seekers." Former AIUSA Refugee Program Director BILL FRELICK wrote: “Jordan and Egypt have pretty much closed their doors to Iraqi refugees, while Syria is shutting out Palestinians trying to flee Iraq.” He called for increased attention to Iraqis seeking asylum. In an April 16 media briefing, AI called on the international community to take specific steps to assist displaced Iraqis: “provision of effective protection for all refugees from Iraq; financial, technical, and in-kind assistance to the governments of Jordan, Iraq and Syria, and to UNHCR, as well as to national and international humanitarian organizations in order to provide vital services, including healthcare and education, to Iraqis in Jordan and Syria” (http://web.amnesty.org/library/index/engmde140212007). 

UNITED STATES, AUSTRALIA TO SWAP REFUGEES, FLOUTING INTERNATIONAL LAW:  In what almost seemed like an odd April Fools joke, US and Australian officials announced April 17 a bizarre plan to exchange refugees captured at sea (http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20070418/wl_nm/australia_refugees_dc). As Australian Prime Minister John Howard explained, under the plan, Cuban and Haitian refugees intercepted at sea and detained at Guantanamo Bay would be resettled in Australia. In return, Asian “boat people” seeking asylum in Australia would be transferred to the United States from the Pacific detention center in the island nation of Nauru. Because of the differences between the two groups of refugees, the announcement invited immediate accusations of racial and ethnic discrimination, directed toward both governments. The exchange would be limited to no more than 200 asylum-seekers per year. The human rights community was quick to criticize the plan. “Refugees are human beings, not products that countries can broker and trade,” said Bill Frelick of Human Rights Watch on April 19. According to Human Rights Watch, the plan is designed to deter refugees from seeking asylum by transporting them “halfway around the world.” Frelick added that the plan violates international law, which prohibits using measures such as detention to deter refugees from migrating (http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20070419/pl_afp/australiausimmigrationrefugees).

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT WOULD SHARPLY LIMIT GUANTANAMO DETAINEES’ ATTORNEY ACCESS:  A US Department of Justice proposal would severely limit attorneys’ access to the nearly 400 foreign prisoners detained at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. The Justice Department in April filed a brief with the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, charging that attorney access by mail has “enabled detainees' counsel to cause unrest on the base by informing detainees about terrorist attacks.” The filing alleged that attorneys had used the mail to inform detainees about US efforts in the “war on terror,” military operations in Iraq, abuses at the Abu Ghraib prison and Hezbollah attacks against Israel. In a letter to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales April 27, New York City Bar Association President Barry M. Kamins called this assertion “astonishing and disingenuous,” and asked the DOJ to abandon its proposal. Kamins wrote: “Blaming counsel for the hunger strikes and other unrest is a continuation of a disreputable and unwarranted smear campaign against counsel.” A hearing on the issue is scheduled on May 15 (http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070429/ap_on_go_ca_st_pe/guantanamo_lawyers).

VISA QUOTA FOR SKILLED FOREIGN WORKERS FILLED IN TWO DAYS:  The US immigration office had an annual quota for 2007 of 65,000 H-1B visas for skilled foreign workers. It began accepting applications on April 2, and 150,000 applications had been received by midday on April 3. The 65,000 applicants to receive visas will be chosen by lottery (http://marketplace.publicradio.org/shows/2007/04/03/PM200704032.html). In light of recent crackdowns on companies hiring undocumented workers, representatives of US corporations complained that the 65,000-visa cap was far too low to fill high-tech jobs in computer programming, engineering and other areas, since there are too few US workers for these jobs. As a result, more and more jobs will be outsourced to other countries. Meanwhile, Bush administration officials and Republican legislators are discussing plans for much stricter limits on H-2B visas for less skilled workers (see last month’s Refugee Action Team Report).

============================================== 

Amnesty International Group 133

Monthly Minutes from April 10, 2007,  meeting

--We watched the film “Outlawed:  Extraordinary Rendition, Torture and Disappearances in the “War on Terror”.”  This film interviewed individuals, or the family members of individuals, who had been kept in secret captivity by the US government.

--Anna Phelan discussed the TIAA-KREF, JP Morgan situation with regard to Bhopal and Dow Chemical.

--We discussed last minute logistics for GOTB.

===============================================

URGENT ACTIONS

Ambassador Philakone Phiane

Embassy of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic

2222 S Street, NW

Washington, DC 20008

Fax: 202-332-4923

Your Excellency:

I am writing to express my concern for the situation of the group of 27 ethnic Hmong who were reported to have been arbitrarily detained since they were forcibly returned from Thailand on December 5, 2005, as well as any other Hmong refugees who may more recently have been forcibly returned.

Although Lao authorities publicly claimed on 8 March 2007 to have “found” 21 young women and girls from the above group of asylum-seekers, their location has not been disclosed, and six others still remain missing. I respectfully request that the Lao government publicly disclose the location of all of the above individuals.

I urge the Lao government to work with the Thai government to allow the detained girls to be reunited with their families in Thailand.  In addition, there must be an investigation into their detention and reported mistreatment, and those responsible must be brought to justice.  The six remaining Hmong of the group are reportedly still in detention, and should also be released and returned to their families. All returned asylum-seekers in detention should be allowed access to legal representation and contact with their families. They should be given due process and should be treated humanely, in accordance with international law.

Both Laos and Thailand are parties to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and Laos is additionally a signatory to the International Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.  I strongly urge you to abide by those conventions and respect the rights they specify for this group, as well as for all who are held in detention.

Thank you for your attention,

Address:
