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===============================================

Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 10th, 2007

===============================================

THE STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Adopted by the 25th International Council Meeting,

Dakar, Senegal, 

August 17-25, 2001

VISION AND MISSION

Amnesty International's vision is of a world in which every person enjoys all of the human rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights standards.  In pursuit of this vision, Amnesty International's mission is to undertake research and action focused on preventing and ending grave abuses of the rights to physical and mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expression, and freedom from discrimination, within the context of its work to promote all human rights. 

CORE VALUES

Amnesty International forms a global community of human rights defenders with the principles of international solidarity, effective action for the individual victim, global coverage, the universality and indivisibility of human rights, impartiality and independence, and democracy and mutual respect.

===============================================

CALENDAR

*Tuesday, July 10th:  Monthly Meeting, 7pm @ Northeast Regional Office
*Thursday, July 26th:  Boston Firefly Project Book Club -- at 6 p.m. American Torture by Michael Otterman;  Boston Public Library at Copley

*Thursday, August 30th:  Boston Firefly Project Book Club -- A Long Way Gone by Ishamel Beah at 6 p.m.;  Boston Public Library at Copley 

=============================================== 

GROUP CONTACTS

(NOTE:  To avoid potential spamming, your newsletter editor has replaced searchable parts of email addresses with words.)

Group Co-Coordinator: 

   Kelly Turley, kellyturley-AT-excite-DOT-com

Group Co-Coordinator: 

   Rick Roth, roth-AT-igc.apc-DOT-org 

Newsletter Editor:

   Tamara Jenkins, 617-267-7262, tamara_ann_jenkins-AT-yahoo-DOT-com

Refugee Action Team Coordinator:

   Eric Aronson, 617-512-7526, earonson-AT-earthlink-DOT-net

Urgent Action Letter Coordinator: 

   Kirsten Burt, kirsten.burt-AT-comcast-dot-net

Tabling Coordinator and New Member Coordinator:

   Becky Ticotsky, rticotsky-AT-wesleyan-DOT-edu

Treasurer:

   Tina Huang, tinalhuang-AT-gmail-DOT-com

Secretary:

   Tamara Jenkins, 617-267-7262, tamara_ann_jenkins-AT-yahoo-DOT-com

For questions about the following issues, please contact these individuals:

Tibet Actions:

   Rick Roth, roth-AT-igc.apc-DOT-org

Death Penalty Actions:

   Molly Johnson,mollykj-AT-email-DOT-com or dp-AT-amnesty133-DOT-org 

Stop Violence Against Women Campaign

   Kelly Turley, kellyturley-AT-excite-DOT-com

Amnesty International USA

Northeast Regional Office

58 Day St, Davis Square

Somerville, MA 02144

617-623-0202

aiusane@aiusa.org 

www.amnesty133.org

Available Positions:

* Tibet Action Team Co-Coordinator

* Death Penalty Abolition Team Co-Coordinator

* Human Rights & the Environment Coordinator

* Media Coordinator

* Communications Coordinator

* Tabling Coordinator

* Web Site Coordinator

===============================================

GROUP 133 MONTHLY MEETING AGENDA

Please join us for the June meeting of   

Amnesty International Group 133! 

Agenda 

•     Letter Writing   

•    Introductions and Amnesty Mandate 

•    Action Team Updates 

•    Past and Future Events 

  

Our meeting will be at the Amnesty International Northeast Regional Office in Davis Square. If the door is locked when you arrive, please ring the door bell to the right of the door, at the end of the building, or call 857-523-0293. 

============================================== 

REFUGEE ACTION TEAM

============================================== 

Amnesty International Group 133

Monthly Minutes from June 12th  meeting

1.  Rick Roth looked up an AI group on a trip to Berlin Germany.  He said that there are approx 40 groups in/around Berlin.  He found a group that conducts their meeting in English.  Their group focused on West Africa, and they watched a movie about gold ming in Ghana.

2.  Jose Sotz was our guest speaker, with his son Jose doing translation and adding his perspective.  Jose Sotz was the first Action File of Amnesty.  Jose had been in a union, been threatened, and then beaten.  Jose was shot while holding his 3 year old son.  His son has been paralyzed from the waist down since the shooting.  It took Jose 5 years to get political asylum.  He has been separated from his wife and family for over 15 years.  He just became a US citizen, and is allowed to leave the country to visit the rest of his family.  He spoke about the present situation in Guatemala.  Social inequality is still rampant, the present president’s policies have only seemed to enrich the rich, and the army is still heavily involved in politics.    The violence still continutes.  He mentioned a politician named Alvaro who has accepted millions of dollars for his candidacy.  Rios Montt’s son is involved in the military.  Rios Montt actually went on record saying that the opposition needed to be eliminated.
3.  Refugee Action Group

Please see the June newsletter for details on the following topics mentioned in the meeting:

--Detained refugees in Ehiopia face possible torture.

--Flawed immigration bill faces serious opposition.

--LA immigrant rally violently disrupted; police commander punished.

--Study finds biased asylum officers and judges seal asylum-seekers’ fate.

--United Nations special rapporteur barred from texas prison.

--US soldiers favor torture; guantanamo psychologist vote rigged.

June 20th is World Refugee Day.  There will be an IRC film on Somali refugees in the US (The Letter).  Brandy Doyle volunteered to set up a table.

4.  Anna Phelan spoke about her meeting with TIAA-CREF.  Many Group 133 members were in attendance.  TIAA-CREF did support the Dow Chemical resolution.
5.  Kelly spoke about an article in Amnesty International’s magazine about the violence against Native American women.

6.  June 26 is a rally in DC to support habeas corpus.

7.  Boston Firefly Project Book Club :  June 28th, 6:30-8 pm  People will discuss Toward a Just World by Dorothy Jones. Thursdays at 6 p.m. July 26, American Torture by Michael Otterman; Aug. 30, A Long Way Gone by Ishamel Beah.  At the Boston Public Library, Copley
8.  June 30th is Nate’s party for GOTB organizers!  

9.  June 16th is anti-opposition training at the Haley House in Boston, sponsored by Students for a Democratic Society.
===============================================

URGENT ACTIONS

Rafik Haj Kacem
Ministere de l’Interieur
Avenue Habib Bourguiba
1000 Tunis, TUNISIA
Fax: 011 216 71 340 888 
E-mail: mint@ministeres.tn
Your Excellency:


I am concerned about the safety of Tunisian asylum-seeker Houssine Tarkhani, a 39-year-old man who was forcibly 
returned from France on 3 June. He was reportedly detained on arrival in Tunisia and is now in secret detention. According to Amnesty International, Mr. Tarkhani may be held at the State Security Department of the Ministry of 
Interior in Tunis, and he may be at risk of torture or ill-treatment. 

I respectfully request that Houssine Tarkhani’s whereabouts be disclosed to his family and lawyer and that, after the end of the initial garde a vue period, he receive immediate access to his family and to any medical care he may require. I respectfully ask that he be released immediately if he is not charged with a recognizably criminal offence. 

If Mr. Tarkhani is charged, I respectfully request that he be brought immediately before the judicial authorities to challenge the legality of his detention and given access to legal counsel of his choice, in compliance with Tunisian law and international human rights treaties which Tunisia has ratified. Thank you for your attention to this urgent issue.

Sincerely,

Address:

Copies to:
M. Bechir Tekkari





Ministere de la Justice et des Droits de l’homme


31 Boulevard Bab Benat




 

1006 Tunis - La Kasbah 






TUNISIA






Fax: 011 216 71 568 106






E-mail: mju@ministeres.tn




216 71 784 038

Ambassador Hatem Atallah
Embassy of Tunisia

1515 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Washington DC 20005
Fax: 1 202 862 1858 


M. Zakaria Ben Mustapha (President)

Comite superieur des droits de l’homme et des libertes fondamentales
85 avenue de la Liberte
1002 Tunis-Belvedere 
TUNISIA
Fax: 011 216 71 796 593 / 011
