Group 133's Electronic Newsletter for October 2007

===============================================

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 9, 2007

===============================================

THE STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Adopted by the 25th International Council Meeting,

Dakar, Senegal, 

August 17-25, 2001

VISION AND MISSION

Amnesty International's vision is of a world in which every person enjoys all of the human rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international human rights standards.  In pursuit of this vision, Amnesty International's mission is to undertake research and action focused on preventing and ending grave abuses of the rights to physical and mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expression, and freedom from discrimination, within the context of its work to promote all human rights. 

CORE VALUES

Amnesty International forms a global community of human rights defenders with the principles of international solidarity, effective action for the individual victim, global coverage, the universality and indivisibility of human rights, impartiality and independence, and democracy and mutual respect.

===============================================

CALENDAR

*Tuesday, October 9th:  Monthly Meeting, 7pm @ Northeast Regional Office

*Friday, November 9th:  Ani DiFranco concert; volunteers needed for tabling.  Boston@ Orpheum Theatre.  Email Angie Hougas if you are interested. angie@rhythmnrights.com

=============================================== 

GROUP CONTACTS

(NOTE:  To avoid potential spamming, your newsletter editor has replaced searchable parts of email addresses with words.)

Group Co-Coordinators: 

   Kelly Turley, kellyturley-AT-excite-DOT-com

   Rick Roth, roth-AT-igc.apc-DOT-org 

Newsletter Editor:

   Tamara Jenkins, 617-267-7262, tamara_ann_jenkins-AT-yahoo-DOT-com

Refugee Action Team Coordinator:

   Eric Aronson, 617-512-7526, earonson-AT-earthlink-DOT-net

Urgent Action Letter Coordinator: 

   Kirsten Burt, kirsten.burt-AT-comcast-dot-net

Tabling Coordinator and New Member Coordinator:

   Becky Ticotsky, rticotsky-AT-wesleyan-DOT-edu

Treasurer:

   Tina Huang, tinalhuang-AT-gmail-DOT-com

Secretary:

   Tamara Jenkins, 617-267-7262, tamara_ann_jenkins-AT-yahoo-DOT-com

For questions about the following issues, please contact these individuals:

Tibet Actions:

   Rick Roth, roth-AT-igc.apc-DOT-org

Death Penalty Actions:

   Molly Johnson,mollykj-AT-email-DOT-com or dp-AT-amnesty133-DOT-org 

Stop Violence Against Women Campaign

   Kelly Turley, kellyturley-AT-excite-DOT-com

Amnesty International USA

Northeast Regional Office

58 Day St, Davis Square

Somerville, MA 02144

617-623-0202

aiusane@aiusa.org 

www.amnesty133.org

Available Positions:

* Tibet Action Team Co-Coordinator

* Death Penalty Abolition Team Co-Coordinator

* Human Rights & the Environment Coordinator

* Media Coordinator

* Communications Coordinator

* Tabling Coordinator

* Web Site Coordinator

===============================================

GROUP 133 MONTHLY MEETING AGENDA

Please join us for the June meeting of   

Amnesty International Group 133!

Agenda 

•   Letter Writing*
•   Introductions and Amnesty Mandate 
•   Remembering the Armenian Genocide, with Special Guest, Apo Torosyan  

Armenian Pogrom survivor, documentary filmmaker and visual artist Apo Torosyan will recount his experiences with Turkish oppression and violence and show a segment from his group of Armenian Genocide oral history documentaries, time permitting. To learn more about Apo Toroysan's work, please go to www.chgs.umn.edu/, www.legacy-project.org/, and www.paintingsdirect.com/.

•   Get on the Bus 2008: Scheduling Our First GOTB Action Team Meeting
•   Brief Action Team/Campaign Updates 
•   Past and Future Events 

 

Special thanks to Andy Turpian for his work to bring Mr. Torosyan to our meeting!  Thank you also to all those who signed up to take on responsibilities for this meeting (advertising, hospitality, gathering urgent action letters, welcoming new members, etc.)  

 

Our meeting will be at the Amnesty International Northeast Regional Office in Davis Square. If the door is locked when you arrive, please ring the door bell to the right of the door, at the end of the building, or call 857-523-0293. 

============================================== 

REFUGEE ACTION TEAM

For information on participating in human rights work concerning refugees and immigrants, contact Eric at 617-512-7526.

URGENT ACTION: ERITREAN REFUGEE SHOT AT ISRAELI BORDER:  This month’s urgent action (elsewhere in this newsletter) concerns refugees crossing from Egypt into Israel, including an Eritrean man who was killed by Egyptian soldiers on September 16. Please write to demand an investigation and help ensure the safety of these refugees.

1.5 MILLION HAVE FLED EASTERN BURMA; SATELLITE IMAGES REVEAL DESTRUCTION:  While the military junta that controls Burma continued its violent crackdown on peaceful demonstrators, newly released satellite photos provided evidence of the destruction of villages in eastern Burma and the mass relocation of villagers (http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070928/ap_on_go_ot/myanmar_satellites). The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) said it compiled the satellite images from organizations operating in Burma. The AAAS found evidence of destroyed or damaged villages in 18 locations observed in the satellite images, as well as evidence of expanded military camps, relocated villages and one new refugee camp on the Thai border. Blackened ruins of villages confirmed reports of attacks on villages in April. At least 1.5 million persons, including many ethnic Karen and members of other indigenous groups, have fled eastern Burma in response to attacks by the military.

U.S. FAILS TO HONOR COMMITMENT TO IRAQI REFUGEES:  Responding to international pressure earlier this year, the Bush administration publicly made a commitment to admit 7,000 Iraqi refugees into the US by September 30, along with 500 additional Iraqis who had worked for US interests in Iraq. However, according to the New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/27/opinion/27cohen.html?ref=opinion, the actual number admitted has been much lower, and is unlikely to exceed 1,600. Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff recently admitted that the processing of Iraqi refugees has been bogged down by efforts to weed out “terrorists.” Yet the administration spent more than $122 million in 2007 on assisting over two million Iraqi refugees in Syria and Jordan, and appointed two “refugee czars” in September to help with this effort. The significant discrepancy may suggest a reluctance to appear to accept defeat in Iraq, which accepting large numbers of refugees might indicate, according to Times columnist Roger Cohen. By contrast, the Swedish government (which was not involved in invading Iraq) had accepted 12,259 Iraqis by August, and is expected to have admitted 20,000 by the end of the year.

NEW COLE BOOK BLASTS GUANTANAMO, RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC PROFILING:  A new book by Georgetown University law professor DAVID COLE, Less Safe, Less Free: Why America is Losing the War on Terror, examines some of the injustices related to the detention of foreign nationals at Guantanamo Bay. For example, as Cole stated in an interview on Democracy Now (http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=07/09/11/1424212), out of more than 775 men held at Guantanamo, military tribunals revealed that only 8% were fighters for either the Taliban or al-Qaeda. The vast majority had no proven links to “terrorist” organizations or activities. Cole spoke of the difficulty in obtaining convictions when evidence was obtained by use of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. He also criticizes the NSEERS program enacted by former Attorney General John Ashcroft (described in this column in the January 2003 issue of 133News), which required 80,000 Arabic and Muslim men to register with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), be fingerprinted, photographed and repeatedly interrogated, solely because of religious and ethnic profiling. NSEERS also involved detaining over 5,000 foreign nationals preventively in “antiterrorism” measures. (It also involved mass deportations of Palestinians, Pakistanis and other Arabic populations.) Out of the 5,000 detained, out of 8,000 young men sought for questioning by the FBI, and out of the 80,000 summoned to DHS for “special registration,” not one person was convicted of a crime related to “terrorism.”  In Cole’s words, “the government's record there, in what is really the largest campaign of ethnic profiling since World War II, is zero for 93,000.”

U.S. OFFERS ATTORNEYS TO “HIGH VALUE” GUANTANAMO DETAINEES:  The Pentagon announced on September 28 (http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070928/ap_on_go_ca_st_pe/guantanamo_detainees) that fourteen “high value” suspects detained at the Guantanamo Bay military prison have been granted the right to request attorneys. “Like all other detainees at Guantanamo, the high-value detainees have the opportunity to contest” their status as so-called “enemy combatants,” said Navy Cmdr. J.D. Gordon, a Defense Department spokesman. The fourteen were previously held in secret CIA prisons, and were transferred to Guantanamo a year ago. None of them has had access to a lawyer until now. The group of prisoners includes KHALID SHEIKH MOHAMMED, the alleged mastermind of the 9/11 attacks. 

===============================================

GROUP 133 ANTI-DEATH PENALTY NEWS

Massachusetts does not have a state death  penalty statute at this time. However, we are surrounded by states that do and a federal government that  does. If you have any interest in the death penalty and related issues  please contact me. I can be reached by phone at (781) 789-9758 or  by email at mollykj@email.com. Opportunities include: the upcoming  National Weekend of Faith in Action in October, actions with  Massachusetts Citizens Against the Death Penalty (MCADP), and possibly  some travel to Vermont and Connecticut, as well as the IDEAS YOU BRING  TO THE TABLE! 

--Molly K. Johnson

===============================================

Amnesty International Group 133

Monthly Minutes from October 9, 2007  meeting

1.  Kelly asked members to volunteer at the next meeting for the following responsibilities:

Food:  Bob

Hospitality:  Tamara

Diesel:  Tina

Speakers planning:  Andy, Rick and Eric

Timekeeping:  Rick and Kelly

Website Update:  Tamara

2.  Next meeting, we will have a “spotlight”.  15-20 minutes for any member to bring any issues or subject matter to the group

3.  Film series potential candidates:  “The Devil Came on Horseback”, “Outlawed”, “International Justice & Accountability”, “Farmingville”.  If anyone has other ideas, contact Nate Stell.

4.  April 18th for GOTB presentation. Nate, Kelly and Rick will present at the Northeast Regional Conference, Oct 27 at BU.

5.  Eric spoke about refugee issues.  (See October newsletter for details)

6.  Scott Langley asked the group for $150 for packing materials to send his Anti-Death Penalty Photo Gallery to be displayed in Texas, North Carolina and Fargo, North Dakota at universities and Human Rights Organizations.  The group approved this expenditure unanimously.  (Up to $200 if needed)

7.  Tibet Action next Tuesday.  Students for a Free Tibet at the Plough and Stars for an “Unhappy Hour”.  

8.  Carr Center for Human Rights;  Sept 14th .  Lecture about Human Trafficking.

http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/cchrp/
9.  Harvard Octoberfest on Sunday, October 7th, 12-->6.

10.  September 27 online chat about Darfur.
===============================================

His Excellency Mohammad Hosni Mubarak
President of the Arab Republic of Egypt
’Abedine Palace
Cairo, Egypt
Fax:     011 20 2 2390 1998
Email:   webmaster@presidency.gov.eg
Your Excellency:

I’m very concerned that an Eritrean man was reportedly shot dead by Egyptian security forces on 16 September as he attempted to cross the border into Israel. This man was one of some 300 who now attempt every week to cross into Israel, according to the Israeli Minister of Interior Meir Sheetrit. Furthermore, over 230 mostly Sudanese migrants, trying to cross the border without official permission, were arrested in July 2007 during raids by the Egyptian security forces. The arrests were reportedly in response to Israeli pressure to reduce the flow of migrants crossing the border. 

I respectfully request that you order a thorough and impartial investigation of the shooting of the Eritrean refugee described above. I would like to respectfully remind you that Egypt’s security forces, including border police, are required to use lethal force only when their own lives are in immediate danger, and that international humanitarian law requires that the safety and well-being of refugees be protected.

Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Copies to:
Minister Habib Ibrahim El Adly,  Minister of the Interior






25 Al-Sheikh Rihan Street


Bab al-Louk







Cairo,   EGYPT


Fax:         011 20 2 279 0682,  Email:         moi@idsc.gov.eg
Ambassador M. Nabil Fahmy

Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt

3521 International Ct NW

Washington DC 20008-2023

Fax:        1 202 244 4319,  Email:        embassy@egyptembdc.org
